
Melandra Castle Travel Prize 2025

I am honored to have received the Melandra Castle Travel Prize in 2025. The award
enabled me to travel to Grenoble, in southeastern France, where I attended the
Conference of European Emotion Research. Situated against the backdrop of the
French Alps, I listened to talks given by leading researchers in the field and met
many colleagues whose research I admire.

I presented results from my DPhil project, which investigates how emotion processing
develops across childhood and adolescence. Current theories suggest that children
gradually refine their understanding of emotional categories as they grow older, yet
the mechanisms driving this process remain poorly understood.

My systematic review indicates that the relative influence of contextual information
and facial expression cues shifts with age. Children aged 6–12 tend to rely more
heavily on contextual signals—such as body posture or surrounding scenes—than
both younger children and adults in their visual processing. In addition, I showed
work using drawing tasks with children and adults to gain insights into how visual
representations of emotions emerge across developmental stages.

In the evenings, I explored various neighbourhoods in Grenoble and tried the local
cuisine.



I am sincerely grateful to the Melandra Castle Travel Prize for making this
experience possible. The conference allowed me to share my research, connect with
leading scholars, and gain valuable insights, while also giving me the chance to
explore Grenoble.
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